Valencia College
BSC1005C: Essential Biology
Summer 201X
Instructor: Angela Dean, MS

Email: adean5@mail.valenciacollege.edu
Phone: 407-582-1407
Office Hours: Upon Request
Class Time & Day: XX ##-##

Lab Time & Day: XX ###-##

Course CRN: #####

Course Description: This course is an introduction to essential principles of biological science.  The topics include, but are not limited to, the nature of science and the scientific method, chemistry for biology, cell structure, metabolism, reproduction and genetics, organisms and ecology.  This is a general education course for non-biology majors.  It is also recommended for students who need preparation before enrolling in a biology course for Science majors.
Course Objective:  To understand and apply the basic principles and concepts of modern biology.  Develop and expand critical thinking skills and basic study skills.  
Required:
Reliable Internet Connection & Access to a “Computer”
Textbook – Campbell Essential Biology, , 4th OR 5th edition (2010/2012). Campbell, Reece and Dickey.  Benjamin Cummings Publishing Company, Inc.
Web Access - MasteringBiology website for Campbell Biology, www.masteringbiology.com

Materials – Black Sharpie for lab.  

Valencia College Core Competencies:

The faculty of Valencia College has identified four core competencies that define the learning outcomes for a successful Valencia graduate. These competencies are at the heart of the Valencia experience and provide the context for learning and assessment at Valencia College. You will be given opportunities to develop and practice these competencies in this class. The four competencies are:

1. Think - think clearly, and creatively, analyze, synthesize, integrate and evaluate in the many domains of human inquiry

2. Value - make reasoned judgments and responsible commitments

3. Communicate - communicate with different audiences using varied means

4. Act - act purposefully, effectively and responsibly
Class Policies:
Your Responsibilities:  You are expected to be prepared for class.  

That means to stay aware of all due dates for assignment online AND off.  
You are expected to turn in all assignments on time.
You are expected to conduct yourself honestly and respectfully and to treat all others with that same respect.

You can expect that I (Prof Dean) will respond to your emails in 24-48 hours during the week.

Attendance: The College believes that regular attendance and class participation are significant factors which promote success in college. Students are expected to attend all lectures unless unavoidable emergencies prevent attendance. Documented absences will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of every class. Students arriving after the attendance has been collected will be recorded as being late to class.  The first three late attendance scores will be recorded at 50%.  After that, they will be recorded at 0%.  After a determined number of unexcused absences, students will be sent a warning about excessive absences via Atlas email. An additional unexcused absence will result in the student being administratively withdrawn from class.
If you arrive late to class you will not be able to make up anything you miss; quizzes, time on a test, etc.  
Laboratories: The labs are an integral part of the course and you are required to attend all laboratory sessions. THERE IS NO EATING OR DRINKING ALLOWED IN THE LAB.  There will be a short quiz at the beginning of each lab session.  If you arrive after the quiz has been completed you will not be able to take the quiz.  Laboratory sessions can not be made up. If you have a valid, documented reason for missing a lab, you must contact the instructor within 24 hours of the lab; you must also present your documentation to the instructor at the next lab that you are able to attend. 
Assignments and Reports: All assignments and lab reports are expected to be completed and turned in on their assigned due dates. If you are absent your assignments will be graded at 50% credit IF they are turned in the next time you attend class.  Permission to turn in late assignments for full credit will be determined on a case by case basis by the instructor (excused absences and unforeseen circumstances with accompanying documentation).  Assignments can be handed in early if discussed with the instructor ahead of time.  Unless otherwise discussed, any assignment that is two (2) class meetings late WILL NOT be accepted.  
Exams: All exams will be based on both the lecture material and assigned reading. There will be three (3) exams.  These three exams will make up 60% of your grade.  Although these exams will be compartmentalized; that does not mean that concepts from previously discussed topics will be omitted.  The final exam will not be cumulative, and can be used to improve any or all exam grades. This means that if you are satisfied with your current course grade, you only have to check in for attendance purposes for the final exam.  
NOTE: During the exams ALL personal effects, including cell phones, pagers and calculators, must be placed in back packs or book bags under the desk.
If you miss an exam, it will be made up during the final exam unless arrangements to take the exam in the testing center are made in advance.  That will only be done if the reason for not being able to take the exam in class is considered an excused absence by the instructor.  Unforeseen circumstances will be taken into consideration, if the instructor is contacted in a timely manner. 
Grades will not be given out over the phone, or by email, by the instructor or the Department secretaries. Grades will be made available to students as soon as possible after the exam in a manner that preserves student privacy.
Grading: Your grade will be determined as follows:

A. 60% 3 In-Class Exams and/or the Final Exam

B. 25% Lab 
1.  7% Lab Quizzes 
2.  18% Lab Reports/ Assignments 

C. 15% In-Class/Online Quizzes and Other Assignments
D. Attendance - 1% Extra Credit on the final grade  
E. THE INSTRUCTOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO GIVE POP QUIZZES.
Grades for the semester will be awarded using the following scale:

A: 100%-88% 
B: 88%-78% 
C: 78%-66% 
D: 66%-60% 
F: 59.5%-0%

Extra Credit: The instructor reserves the right to offer extra credit at any time, in any form.  Extra credit will only be given on an all or none basis and WILL NOT be available for individual students.  
Withdrawal: You are responsible for initiating a voluntary withdrawal from the class prior to the published withdrawal date. You must withdraw prior to the withdrawal date in order to avoid being given an “F” grade. After the official withdrawal date, you cannot withdraw from the course. A faculty member MAY withdraw a student up to the beginning of the final exam period for violation of the class attendance policy. A student who is withdrawn by faculty for violation of the class attendance policy will receive a grade of “W”. Any student who withdraws or is withdrawn from a class during a third or subsequent attempt in the same course will be assigned a grade of “F”. For a complete policy and procedure overview on Valencia policy 4-07 (Academic Progress, Course Attendance and Grades, and Withdrawals) please go to http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policydetail.cfm?RecordID=75

Academic Dishonesty: All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at Valencia College. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, furnishing false information, forgery, alteration or misuse of documents, misconduct during a test situation, and misuse of identification with intent to defraud or deceive.

All work submitted by students is expected to be the result of the student's individual thoughts, research and self-expression. Whenever a student uses ideas, wording or organization from another source, the source shall be appropriately acknowledged.

Students shall take special notice that the assignment of course grades is the responsibility of the student's individual professor. When the professor has reason to believe that an act of academic dishonesty has occurred, and before sanctions are imposed, the student shall be given informal notice and an opportunity to be heard by the professor. Any student determined by the professor to have been guilty of engaging in an act of academic dishonesty shall be liable to a range of academic penalties as determined by the professor which may include, but not be limited to, one or more of the following: loss of credit for an assignment, examination or project; a reduction in the course grade; or a grade of "F" in the course.  This includes copying.  At the option of the professor, the campus provost may be furnished with written notification of the occurrence and the action taken. If such written notice is given, a copy shall be provided to the student.

Students guilty of engaging in a gross or flagrant act of academic dishonesty or repeated instances of academic dishonesty shall also be subject to administrative and/or disciplinary penalties which may include warning, probation, suspension and/or expulsion from the college.
Expected Student Conduct:  Valencia College is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and learning, but is also concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct.  By enrolling at Valencia College, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and abiding the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the faculty.  Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that result in disruption of a class may be directed by the faculty to leave the class.  Violation of any classroom or Valencia’s rules can lead to disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from Valencia.  Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions.  You will find the Student Code of Conduct in the current Valencia Student Handbook.
Electronic devices: Please make sure that all electronic devices are placed in silent mode or turned completely off. This includes all cell phones, pagers and beepers. If your device disrupts the class you may be asked to leave the classroom. If you leave the classroom to answer or make a call, you may not be able to return to the classroom.  
RECORDING DEVICES ARE NOT ALLOWED.
THIS INCLUDES VOICE OR VIDEO RECORDING AND TAKING PICTURES.
Asking for help: Please ask for help if you need it! Do not wait until the end of the semester to ask for help. The sooner you ask, the more beneficial it will be.
Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a letter from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the professor, preferably during the first two weeks of the semester. The OSD (West Campus SSB 102, ext. 1523) determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities.

EXAMPLE OF PRIOR SEMESTER INFORMATION

Vacations and other important dates:

· September 5 – College Closed

· September 6 – Drop/Refund Deadline
· October 6 – College Closed
· November 4 – Withdrawal Deadline
· November 23-27 – College Closed
· December 15 – Final Exam

· December 20 - Final grades available on ATLAS
Tentative Course Schedule: (NOTE: This is a tentative schedule and the instructor reserves the right to change this schedule without notice at any time during the semester. It is your responsibility to stay informed of any changes.)

Please read the assigned chapters listed below before coming to class. The instructor assumes that you have done so. 
	Date
Week of
	Lecture Schedule
	Laboratory Exercise

	Aug 30
Sept 1
	Introduction and Chapters 1 and 2
	Ex 1 – Metric Measurement and Scientific Notation
Ex 2 – Scientific Method

	Sept 6
Sept 8
	Chapters 2 and 3
	Ex 3 – pH and Buffers

	Sept 13
Sept 15
	Chapter 3
Exam 1 (1, 2 & 3)
	Ex 4 – Carbon Compounds

	Sept 20
Sept 22
	Chapter 4
	Ex 5 – Microscopy and Cells

	Sept 27
Sept 29
	Chapter 5
	Ex 6 - Enzymes

	Oct 4
Oct 6
	Chapter 6
No Class
	NO LAB

	Oct 11
Oct 13
	Chapter 6 
Chapter 7
	Ex 7- Osmosis and Diffusion

	Oct 18
Oct 20
	Chapter 7
Exam 2 (4, 5, 6 & 7)
	Ex 9 –Cellular Respiration

	Oct 25
Oct 27
	Chapters 8
	Ex 8 – Photosynthesis

	Nov 1
Nov 3
	Chapter 9
	Ex 10 – Cell Division

	Nov 8
Nov 10
	Chapter 10
	Ex 11 & 12 –Genetics: Basic Principles and Genetics: Human

	Nov 15
Nov 17
	Chapter 16
Chapter 15
	Ex 13 – Protists and Plant Diversity 

	Nov 22
Nov 24
	Exam 3 (8, 9 & 10)

No Class
	Thanksgiving: NO LAB

	Nov 29
Dec 1
	Chapter 17
Chapter 20
	Ex 14 – Animal Diversity

	Dec 6
Dec 8
	Review
	NO LAB

	Dec 15
	Final Exam
	


Final Examination Schedule:
To receive credit for a course for which you are registered, you must “take the final examination”. It is your responsibility to know when and where the final examination is scheduled and to be present and on time. The Final Examination for this class will be held as indicated below.

Final Exam – TBD, Room TBD 
You may be absent from a final examination or deviate from the examination schedule only with approval by the instructor. If you do not attend the final examination and do not have an approved absence, your final grade will be calculated with your current scores.  

Disclaimer Statement: This Syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion, during the course of the term.  It is the responsibility of the student to make any adjustments as announced.  If in doubt, ask the instructor for clarification.

